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Urban Mining: Needs and challenges for demolition companies
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https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.youtube.com%2Fwatch%3Fv%3D7xENkImBafk&data=05%7C02%7CAnders.Lundli%40afgruppen.no%7C540f8e49a8314a01653d08dd12976732%7Ccbb7fa5180af4e83ab33a8190e88f194%7C0%7C0%7C638687163653294486%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=%2BMh2bU3XX5IKMSM23x5UluueCYeXkge0tpzbU%2BWJCGk%3D&reserved=0




Needs

Efficient 
material 
handling 
systems:

Improved 
technologies for 
on-site sorting and 
material 
identification.

Access to 
databases that 
map building 
materials (material 
passports).

Policy and 
regulation:

Incentives for 
reuse instead of 
landfill or 
incineration.

Skills and 
collaboration:

More training and 
education in 
selective 
demolition and 
material recovery.

Closer cooperation 
with research 
institutions to 
develop 
innovative 
solutions.



Challenges

Technological 
limitations:

Lack of tools for 
efficient material 
recognition.

Economics:

The cost of 
selective 
demolition can be 
higher than 
traditional 
demolition.

Weak demand for 
reused materials 
due to quality and 
safety 
requirements.

Logistics:

The need for an 
end-user.

Limited space on 
demolition sites 
makes sorting and 
storing materials 
challenging.

Inefficient 
transport 
infrastructure for 
reused materials.



The Way Forward

• What do we need to improve?

– More technologies for 
selective demolition.

– More efficient tools for 
material recognition.

– Predictable regulations that 
encourage reuse and 
recycling.

– Joint efforts to change 
attitudes and increase 
demand for reused materials.
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